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V. A4 fhort Account of the different Kinds of Ipe-
cacuanha, by Dr. Douglafs, Med. Regin. Extr.

¢ R. S. S.

I beg Leave to take up a fmall Part of this honou-
rable Society’s Time, in laying before them fome
Specimens of that celebrated vomiting Root, whe-
ther truly, or falfly called Ipecacuanha, which I keep
in my Collection of the Materia Medica ; together
with a few Obfervations concerning their outward
Appearance, by the Help of which the feveral Kinds
thereof may be diftinguifhed from one another ; and
an Account of what I have hitherto been able to
learn concerning the true Places of their Growth.

The firft general Divifion of thefe Roots muft be,
as has been already hinted, into true and falfe ; and
each of thefe may be again fubdivided into feveral
Species, the diftinctive Note of which is principally
taken from their Colour.

Of the true Ipecacuanba 1 have four Kinds, Black,
Brown, Grey, and White ; but I cannot pretend to
determine whether they belong to different Plants,
or are only Varieties of the fame Plant owing to the
Soil in which they grow, as is affirmed by our wor-
thy and- learned Prefident Sir Hans Sloane Baronet.
And as thefe Roots are never imported to us entire, it
is impoffible to give any certain Defcription of them
in that State,

However, by comparing the feveral dried Pieces
as we have them, we may very probably conje&gre
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that a fhort radical Trunk defcends from a Cauntis,
and is afterwards divided into feveral large Branches,
and thefe again into fmaller ones, in different Series,
with minute Filaments or Fibrille going out from them.

Each Piece is made up of two general Parts, an
Outer or Cortical, and an Inner or Fibrous, which
like a white Nerve, or fmooth compa& Fafciculus of
woody Filaments, runs through the Center or Axis
of the Roots, and perhaps enclofes within it a {mall
Medulla or Pith, which however is hardly difcern-
able by the naked Eye.

The Cortical Part is corrugated by two Sorts of
Wrinkles, one fuperficial, confifting either in circular
Rings or little Knots which do not go quite round;
the other penetrating into its Subftance, being deep
Incifures or Fiffures reaching all the Way to the Nerve,

What Lengths thefe Roots are of when taken out
of the Ground, cannot be determined : I have met
with fome Pieces above nine Inches, many above fix,
but the greateft Number are fill fhorter.

We find them bent, wreathed, and contorted into
all Manner of Figures ; and indeed few Pieces are al-
together firaight for any confiderable Length,

What has been hitherto faid, agrees to all the true
Ipecacunanba-roots 5 but feveral other Things are ftill
to be taken Notice of; in which they differ.

The Black Sort is the finalleft of the four, very
hard, and the Fiffures wide and numerous. The out-
ward Colour of the Cortex is not equally black in all
the Pieces of this Kind, and its inner ‘Subftance, as
well as the Nerve, is moftly white, tho’ not always
in the fame Degrees.

Y The
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The Brown Sort is larger than the Black, the Fif-
fures at larger Diftances, the inner Subftance of the
Cortex darker, and the external Colour has feveral
Degrees of Rednefs in the feveral Pieces.

The Third or Grey Sort is fometimes found of a
darker, fometitmes of a lighter Colour, and the Inner
Subftance of the Cortex is Brown fireaked with
White. It is much larger than the black Sort, many
Pieces being above a quarter of an Inch in Diameter,
but the Nerve is {maller in Proportion to the cortical
Part. I have met with few Pieces of this Species
above five Inches-in Length; but, as I already obferv-
ed, nothing can be concluded from thence as to the
Length of the whole Roots.

The Fiflures are here ftill fewer than in the brown
Sort, and in fome Pieces fcarce any are to be met
with. The fuperficial Corrugations are various in
different Roots, fome being almoft wholly {mooth, and
in others the Wrinkles rather longitudinal than cir-
cular.

The white Kind, as far as I can judge by the
fmall Sample which I have of it, is of very differ-
ent Sizes, fome Pieces of it being larger than any of
the grey Sort, and the reft much lefs. The whitith
Colour of the Cortex is mixed with a yellowith Caft,
and the nervous Part is very large in Proportion to the
reft. Very few Fiflures are to be obferved therein, and
hardly any reach {o deep as the Nerve. The other
Corrugations are likewife very fhallow, and moft of
them longitudinal; but it feems to be more knotty
than the other Kinds, and thefe Knots I take to be
owing chiefly to the Fibrslle which goout from the
larger Branches of the Roots. The
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The ZLoci Natales,or true Places of Growth of
thefe different Species of Jpecacuanbha have not as yet
been fully fettled. _

The Black Sort is hitherto known to come only
from Brafile, whence we get it by the Way of Li/-
bon, and fome of our Druggifts for that Reafon di-
ftinguith it by the Name of the Bra/fle Root.

About the Brown Sort, I am informed by Dr.
Fawmes Houffon, who refided for feveral Years in
New-(pain, that it grows plentifully at fome Diftance
from the City of Cartagena in the Kingdom of New
Granada 5 from whence it is frequently fent in Sa-
roons or Skins, containing 100 Weight, to Ffamaica,
and fo to England ; where it is certain we have had
1t of late Years in great Abundance.

The Grey Ipecacuanba is with us preferred to all
the reft, and by far the moft generally ufed when it
can be had. Itis faid by Authors to grow in Peiu,
from whence we get it by the Way of Spain, it being
brought from Peru to Porte-Bello, and from thence
into Europey by the Spanifh Galleons. Some Par-
cels thereof are likewife probably fent from Porto-
Belloto Famaica; for we are certain that it has fome-
times been imported hither from that Ifland. By fome
Specimens that were brought me by Mr. Lightbody,
an ingenious Surgeon, from St. 7homé, a Portuguefe
Illand under the Equinoial, whither they were fent
directly from Brafile, it is evidentthat this Species is
likewife a Native of that Country, and therefore muft
either have been included by 2#/6 under one of the
two Species mentioned by him, or elfe difcovered fince
his Time. According to Father Lz Bat#, in his late
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‘Voyage to the Iflands of _4merica, this Species grows
allo plentifully in Martinico, where for many Years
paft it has been ufed by the Inhabitants.

The White Sort, called by the Portuguefe, Ipeca-
stanba Blanca, is faid by Pifo ‘to grow in Brafle,
and if we may believe Father L2 Bat, it is likewife
found in Martinico. .

Thefe are the four Kinds of true fpecacuanha which
have hitherto come to my Knowledge; but I have met
with two other Roots to which that Name has been
falfely afcribed, which from their- outward Colour I
thall call White and Reddifh Brown.

The White Sort agrees pretty much both in Colour
and Surface with the true-White, but it is not near {o
knotty. It is likewife confiderably larger in Size;
ftraighter and fofter to the Touch.

The Brown Sort is of a deeper Colour than the true
Brown, and many Pieces thereof have fome Mixture
of Red (from whence .it has been fometimes called
Red Ipecacuanba) and the inner Subftance of the Cor-
tex enclines to a reddith Yellow. The Pieces thereof
are much longer than any of the former Sorts, fome
of them meafuring fixteen Inches, and they are of a
Size between the Black and Grey. The Fiflures
are at greater Diftances from one another than in the
true Brown, and the Spaces between them much fimooth-
er. In a Word, though this Root when mixed with the
true Brown, to which it bears the greateft Refem-
blance,. may eafily be confounded therewith; yet
when they are attentively compared, their whole Ap-
pearance {ufficiently diftinguifhes them..

Both
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Both thefe falfe Kinds were brought me from Ma-
ryland in 1725, by one M. Seymour a Surgeon, who
informed me that they grow there in great Plenty,
being called Ipecacuanba by the Inhabitants, and ufed
as a Vomit by-thofe of inferior Rank. I have fince
that Time received a Sample of the Brown Sort, taken
from a Parcel which lay in the Cuftom-houfe, above
twelve Years ago, and called by the Name of wild
Ipecacuanba.

The forementioned Illuftrious Sir Hans Sloane
did me the Honour to inform me that this falfe Brown
Kind was the fame that was formerly fent to him
from Virginia for the true Ipecacuanba, and which
he afterwards difcovered to be the Root of a poifon-
ous Apocynum defcribed by him-in his Natural Hi-
Sory of Famaica; in which Ifland it is very com-
mon, and likewife in New-/pain, as appeared to
him by the Specimens fent him by his Correfpondent
Dr. Burnet.

In his Introdu&ion to the fecond Volume of that
excellent Hiftory, he has obliged us with a very full
and diftin& Account of what he had learned from his
Friends abroad, concerning the pernicious Effects of
the feveral Parts of this Plant, and of the great Pains he
was at to prevent its being brought into Ufe in this
Country, which was then very much to be apprehend-
ed. Helvetins’s Name will always be mentioned
with Honour for the great Share he had in rendering
the Ufe of the true Jpecacuanbha common in Eurepe ;,
and I cannot think that Sir Hans Skane deferves a
much lefs Degree of Praife for having detetted this
falfe Kind, which was infenfibly creeping inth}{;eg,

2 the



( 158)
the Effe®s whereof might otherwife have proved
as fatal as the other is found to be beneficial.

I have only to add, that this poifonous Kind of A-
pocynum is now cultivated by feveral curious Per-
fons about London, and that 1 defign with all con-
venient Speed to prefent this Society with a particular
Defcription thereof, taken from a Plant which I had
laft Summer growing in my own Garden.

VL. 4n Account. of a Book entituled, Helperi &
Phofphori Nova Pheenomena, <. Au-
&ore Francifco Blanchino 5 4y John Hadley,

Efq: R. S. V. Praf.

H E Defign of this Treatife, is to give an Ac-

count of fome new Aftronomical Difcoveries re-
lating to the Planet 7enus, which the Author difpo-
fes under four Heads ; viz.

1. The Defcription of the dusky Spots obferved in
her Disk.

2. Her Rotation round an Axis, the Pofition of
which is determined by the apparent Motion of
thofe Spots, together with the Time of her Re-
volution.

3. The Parallelifm of that Axisto it felf in all Parts
of the Planets Orbit.

. Obfervations in order to determine the Horizon-
tal Parallax of Penus, and confequently thofe

of the Sun and other Planets.
S He



